
Report shows U.S. lags in broadband speed - On Deadline - USAT... http://blogs.usatoday.com/ondeadline/2007/07/report-shows-us.html

1 of 5

Search Most popular | Subscribe

News

  Shopping  Buy a Car  Job Search  Real Estate 

Subscribe to this blog's feed •

Email us •

Recent Posts 

Feds set to announce food import safety 
panel

•

Motorcycle deaths rise among older 
riders

•

Have you read the latest Harry Potter 
book yet?

•

Senate ready to wrap up overnight 
debate on Iraq pullout

•

Leading other papers, sites •

Today's paper: Deadly year for cops; 
Graffiti complaints up; $1.3B for safer 

military vehicles

•

Looking ahead •

Senate begins all-night debate on Iraq 
withdrawal

•

Video shows fishermen joking about 
catching, killing 83 dolphins

•

6.0 quake shakes East Africa •

Categories 

Africa •

Americas •

Animals/Pets •

Asia •

Comments •

Crime •

davos07 •

Early report •

Education •

Europe •

From the weekend •

Health/Science •

Human interest •

Iraq •

Life •

Local news •

Media •

Mideast •

Money •

Nation •

Obituaries •

Offbeat •

Politics •

Polls •

Advertisement

Related Advertising Links What's This?

Chase Free Checking
Get $75 when you open a checking account
with direct…
www.chase.com

Scottrade Elite Active Trading
For active traders. Advanced charting. Level
2…
www.scottrade.com

« Reid vows all-nighter on Iraq-withdrawal filibuster | Main | Study: 
Why do humans walk upright? It's not a drag »

Report shows U.S. lags in broadband speed

As many broadband users know too well, Americans are 
cruising along in the curb lane of the information 
"superhighway" in terms of Internet speed, while paying more 
than their online counterparts zipping along in other countries.

A new report from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development, which represents 30 leading democracies, 
shows how the United States stacks up compared with Japan, 
South Korea and much of Europe in terms of speed and 
pricing. Overall the report shows greatly differing speeds and 
costs, the BBC says.

Japan's net users have 100Mbps lines, 10 times higher than 
the OECD average. Japan's fiber-optic networks also allows 
uploads at the same speed as downloads. That's not possible
with ADSL (broadband over a telephone line) and most cable 
subscriptions.

Sweden, Korea and Finland also offer 100Mbps net 
connections, as all four countries have switched to fiber 
networks. 

The United States's top speed lags at 40Mbps.

The report ranks Japan's price for broadband per megabit per second
as the lowest in the OECD, at $0.22, while the United States came in
13th, with $3.18 being the cheapest megabit per second broadband 
connection in the nation. 

The most expensive? Turkey, at $81.13 Mbps.

Here's the full OECD report  (pdf).

Ars Technica and TGDaily have picked up the story. A few weeks ago
AT highlighted separate tests showing that download speeds in the 
United States lag the rest of the developed world. 

As a counterweight to the OECD report, the Phoenix Center for 
Advanced Legal & Economic Public Policy Studies, a free-market 
think tank, today released its own "Broadband Performance Index."
Using different criteria to measure global broadband adoption, the 
report rates the United States better than the OECD does: "United 
States Performing Up to Expectations, but Room for Improvement 
Remains."

Here's the Phoenix Center's press release and its full report  (pdf).
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