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cable franchises in those towns as well, a spokesman said.  

Zukowski chalks up the opposition to the company's proposal to bureaucratic inertia.  

"Sometimes it's difficult to change," he said, adding, "Everybody wants choice for consumers. It's just a 
matter of how we get there."  

Geoffrey Beckwith, executive director of the Massachusetts Municipal Association, said Verizon is trying 
to get around standard city and town requirements that cable companies serve the entire community or 
not at all.  

"That's a major issue. We'll find lower-income, working-class neighborhoods will be left behind," 
Beckwith said.  

Verizon maintains that it simply wants to reform and streamline regulations that were written 30 years 
ago, when cable companies were monopolies. Zukowski said it is not fair to require his company to wait 
a year or more just to send video signals along the network that already carries voice and data to area 
homes.  

But cities and town maintain they are entitled to set the terms they see fit for cable carriers whose lines 
are strung through taxpayer-owned streets and sidewalks.  

"This is public property that they're using," Beckwith said. "They need to meet some basic minimum 
standards."  

Beckwith noted the irony that state regulators likely will require six months or more to sift through the 
Verizon proposal and make a decision.  

"They're not going to do it in 90 days."  
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