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On December 1st, 2005, the 
Phoenix Center held its Fifth Annual U.S. 
Telecoms Symposium in Washington, D.C. 
 
Once again, the Symposium kicked-off with 
the traditional “economists’ panel.”  This 
year, this panel included Dr. Charles 
Goldfarb – Congressional Research Service, 
Library of Congress, Dr. Michael Pelcovits – 
MiCRA and former Chief Economist, MCI; 
and Dr. George Ford, Chief Economist – The 
Phoenix Center. 

As always, the panel was moderated by 
Honorary Phoenix Center Chief Economist 
Emeritus, and current FCC International 
Bureau Chief Economist, Jerry Duvall. 
 
The second panel of the day, moderated by 
newly-appointed Acting FCC Inspector 
General and long-time Phoenix Center 
Adjunct Fellow Dr. Kent Nilsson, examined 
the role of video in broadband deployment. 
 Panelists included Larry Irving, Internet 
Innovation Alliance; Dan Brenner, Senior 
Vice President for Law and Regulatory Policy 
– NCTA; Donna Gregg, Chief – Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications 
Commission; and Thomas M. Koutsky, 
Resident Scholar – The Phoenix Center. 
 
The last panel of the day, moderated by 
Phoenix Center President Lawrence J. 
Spiwak, examined “Who Speaks for New 
Entrants in any Telecom Act Rewrite?” 
 Panelists included Earl Comstock, President 
and CEO – Comptel; Bruce Byrd, Vice 
President and General Counsel, Washington 
Office – AT&T; Bobby Franklin, Vice 
President, Government Affairs – CTIA; and 
the Hon. Connie O. Hughes, Commissioner – 
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities. 
 
 

The Symposium ended with the presentation 
of the Phoenix Center’s Annual Jerry B. 
Duvall Public Service Award to 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps of the 
Federal Communications Commission. 
 Significantly, the Duvall Award does not 
seek to recognize the recipient’s personal 
politics; rather, the Duvall Award goes to the 
policymaker who most demonstrated the 
“political courage in, and contribution of 
analytical rigor to, the United States telecoms 
restructuring debate.” 
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The Phoenix Center for Advanced 
Legal & Economic Public Policy Studies is an 
international, non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization that studies broad public-policy 
issues related to governance, social and 
economic conditions, with a particular 
emphasis on the law and economics of 
telecommunications and high-tech industries. 

Founded in 1998, the Phoenix Center’s 
mission is to maximize consumer welfare by 
promoting free markets, competition, and 
individual freedom and liberty.   

The Phoenix Center achieves this goal by 
providing an honest and credible new voice 
in the public dialectic by supporting 
objective, solutions-based  academic research 
to the forefront that is unencumbered by 
political hyperbole or agendas and is instead 
well grounded in fact, law and economic 
theory.   
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(1) The Phoenix Center seeks to demonstrate 
that consumer welfare is best enhanced 
by promoting free markets, competition, 
and individual freedom and liberty.  

(2) The Phoenix Center’s seeks to remind 
stakeholders that it is crucial to avoid 
political hyperbole and instead approach 
public policy with the analytical rigor and 
solemnity it deserves. 

(3) The Phoenix Center seeks to promote 
public confidence in the democratic 
process, government’s institutions and in 
the free enterprise system.   

(4) The Phoenix Center seeks to foster an 
environment where citizens can openly 
and vigorously debate today about what 
kind of a world they want to live in 
tomorrow. 
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The “ideal of democracy rests on the 
belief that the view which will direct 
government emerges from an independent 
and spontaneous process. It requires, 
therefore, the existence of a large sphere 
independent of majority control in which 
the opinions of the individuals are 
formed.”  

 –  Friedrich von Hayek   


